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TFRW 

• Provides the avenue for women to influence policy, 

develop candidates, and elect the leaders of Texas 

• Supports working at the grassroots level and influencing 
legislation at our state Capitol

• Provides the structure and support for political activists to 

learn, engage, and flourish



LEARN - What to know & how to know it

• Know who represents you and your membership
• Subscribe to your elected officials’ email lists
• Follow legislators on social media
• Use Congress.gov and Texas Legislature Online to learn 

about the legislative process
• Watch committee hearings online, attend in person
• Follow the news (internet, paper, television, talk radio) 
• Read NFRW and TFRW emails and newsletters



Find your resources on the 
Internet! 



Who represents me?
wrm.capitol.texas.gov/home

http://wrm.capitol.texas.gov/home


Good to know



Subscribe, subscribe, subscribe!



Facebook and Twitter and Instagram, Oh my!



Learn the basics of the legislative process

“Im just a bill” is a 1976 Schoolhouse Rock!



The basics of the federal legislative process
• A congress lasts for two years, commencing in January of the

year following the biennial election of Members.  A Congress
is divided into two regular sessions

• We currently are in the 116th Congressional Session which
convened on January 3, 2019 and will end on January 3, 2021

• The Constitution authorizes each House to determine the
rules of its proceedings. The House adopts its rules anew each
Congress.  The Senate operates under continuous standing rules
that it amends from time to time 

• Although both bodies have equal legislative powers, the Constitution
provides that only the House may originate revenue bills. By tradition,   
the House also originates appropriation bills. 



Congress.gov – What Congress is up to 

http://congress.gov/


The basics of the Texas legislative process

• The Texas Legislature meets for 140 days every 2 years in odd-
numbered years.  The 2021 session begins January 12th and 
concludes May 31st.  During the regular session, any bill may 
be considered by the Legislature.

• Committee Assignments in the Senate & House

• Deadline for filing of unrestricted bills is March 12th, the 60th

day of the session

• In 2019, 10,877 bills were filed.  Only 4,581 were completed 
with 58 of those vetoed. 



State – TLO and LRL





ENGAGE –

• Build a productive working relationship with each official and his 
or her staff. 

• Meet with them individually, invite them to your meetings, 
attend their town hall meetings.

• Get to know staff members and communicate with them 
regularly. 

• Provide brief written materials and background research to 
support your issue.

• Attend hearings, forums and events in your area.



FLOURISH –

• Share your information! Become the knowledgeable source.
• Contribute articles for your club’s newsletter, website, and 

social media platforms.
• Encourage club members to participate in the legislative 

process and become effective advocates.
• Promote and participate in TFRW’s Legislative Day in Austin.
• Report your hours, there is strength in numbers!



TFRW – Inspire. Unite. Achieve.

Robbi Hull
Vice President Legislation

vplegislation@tfrw.org
512-917-1064

.

mailto:vplegislation@tfrw.org

